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in the bonds of a religion which was not too difficult for
them, and that he realized the great importance of a united
and well-disciplined Order of Monks, attending to the
essentials. In calling their attention to these things he by
no means claims to be temporal head of the Church, but
rather to enforce the discipline which they had themselves
worked out. Such was the Buddha's own method, and the
Vinaya is a collection of such practical rules, made as
occasion demanded.
Stimulated and inspired by his religious faith, Asoka
set himself to fulfil the Indian ideal of kingship. He caused
roads to be made, wells to be dug, and trees to be planted
along these roads 'to give shade to men and beasts'. He
organized the distribution of charity, and established
hospitals for beasts as well as men. He more and more
discouraged the taking of life and inculcated respect for
the animal-world. It may be noted that the Arthasastra
recommends that certain animals should be exempt from
slaughter; and Asoka's list is a strange one, from parrots
to queen-ants; It seems that the royal peacock, the totem
of his family, continued for a time to supply the Emperor's
table, although in one of his later edicts he expresses a
resolve to eat it no more.
It is not least these little details which make Asoka's
edicts so interesting. And in the great things—tolerance
for other sects, emphasis upon truth, upon respect, upon
gentleness and liberality—the Emperor is revealed as
a man of large and spacious mind, with a capacity for hard
work and an earnest desire to be the servant of his people.
He claims that he is accessible at all hours and to all classes,
even in the apartments of his women, and he is eager to
see the same spirit in his viceroys and ministers.
As to his domestic life, we have many conflicting
accounts. His father Bindusara is credited with a hundred
other sons, quite a possible achievement to an oriental
monarch. His mother is said to have been the beautiful
daughter of a Brahmin family, but another legend makes
her a member of the Maurya clan. The Buddhist chronicles

